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LETTER WU. 


TO THE EARL OF LIVERPOOL, 
ON THE AMERICAN WAR. 
Botley, 27th Nov. 1814. 

My Lorp,—In my last, 1 gave you 
my reasons for believing, that we ought, 
in this contest, to place no reliance on the 
expected Separation of the States of the 
American Republic. The recent intelli- 
gence from that country tends strongly to 
confirm this opinion. But, before 1 come 
(o speak more particularly upon this point, 
I think it may be useful to state the sub- 
stance of the most interesting parts of this 
recent intelligence, in the order in which 
that intelligence presents itself. For, as 
tothe partial and garbled extracts, pub- 
lished by the London newspapers, they are 
only calculated, and, indeed, ouly intended, 
to cheat this nation. It must be Sbeerved, 
however, that none but papers on the 
federal, or Noblesse, side appear, since the 
commencement of the war, to reach this 
country 3 which is not at all wonderful, if 
we consider, that the channels are all now 
closed, except to the Enclish Government, 
or the English merchants. Halifax is the 
great channel; ovr ships ot war and 
packets are the bearers. It is to be ex- 
pected, therefore, that we shall never, ex- 
cept by mere accident, sce a newspaper 
hostile to our views. Your Lordship will 
bear in mind, that the expedition to the 
City of Washington destroyed, very com- 
pletely, the printing presses and te types of 
Messrs. Gales and Seaton, who were 
charged with hostility to our cause. Tow 
far this was consistent with the usages of 
War amongst civilized nations I know not ; 
but, if our officers were so attentive to the 
press in this instance, it is not to be sup- 
posed, that they would be negligent in 





other instances; it is not to be supposed, 
that they would be the bearers, or sufter 
any body else to be the bearer, of Republi- 
can newspapers. The summary of intelli- 
gence is as follows :— 

Sept..21. ‘Troops were pouring in from 
the back parts of the Zasiern States 





(where the war was most opposed) for the 
defence of thesea-coust. At Boston, even 
(the seat of the Cossack Priesthood) every 
preparation was made for defence; and the 
Bostonian Cossack newspapers announce, 
that they did defiance to any force that 
may be brought against that city, or the 
State of Massac husetts. 

Sept, 26. At Baltimore grand funeral 
processions at the interment of certatu vo- 
lunteers, who, it is said, lost their lives 
‘in defence of the city and of their coun- 
“ try’s rights.” 

Sept. 28. The citizens of New York 
continued their daily Jabours on the forti- 
fications for the defence of that important 
place. Same date, the following article 
from Boston :——“ Tie Srrancer.—Of 
“‘ this valuable prize, a letter from Salem 
“adds,—A passenger in the Stranger 
“ states, that she was one of four ships 
“ladened with ordnance stores, which 
* sailed from England, under convoy of a 
“ frigate; that on the Banks of Newfound- 
“ land they were separated in a gale and 
“two of them foundered, and the crews 
* were taken off by the Stranger and the 
* other ship, w hich two afterwards sepa- 
“ rated; that the Stranger has on board 
“ sixty-six 24-pounders, with carriages, 
© and apparatus ¢ ‘omplete, expressly inte ad 
“ ed for Sir James Y eo’s new ship building 
“at Kingston; and a great quantity of 
“ blankets, soldiers clothing, shot, shells, 
“ Congreve rockets, blue lights, muskets, 
and a variety of other articles, for the 
“use of the army in Canada. The 
“ Stranger commenced unlading yesterday, 
and no doubt by this time every article 
* of her important cargo is safely deposited 
“in a place of security. —T he loss of the 
“ Stranger, and the two ships foundered, 
“ will be a very serious one to the enemy, 
“ and which cannot very well be remedied 
till the spring.” 

Sept, 29.—The Governor of Vermont 
(a Federalist ), issues a ere in 
which is the following pass «ve Where- 
* as it appears, that the war io which our 
“ country is unfortunately en.aged, bas as- 
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“sumed an entirely diflerent character, 
“since its first commencement, and has 
become almost exclusively defensive, and 
is prosecuted hy the.enemy with a spirit, 


‘ 


La 


uuexampled during pending negociations 
“ for peace, which leaves no prospect of 
6“ satety but im a m ily and united deter- 
“ mination to mect lavasion at every point, 
* and expel the invader.—And, whereas, 
“ notwithstanding the signal and glorious 
** naval victory lately achieved by our gal- 
ve lant Commodore M‘ Donough and his 
** brave oflicuss nudseamen, over a superior 
British naval force, on Lake Champlain; 
and a like discomfiture of the enemy’s 
whole land force, concentrated at Platts- 
© burch, by General Macomb’s small but 
“ valiant band of rewular troops, aided and 
supported by our patriotic, 


sé 
as 


«6 


** powertully ' 
** virtuous, and brave volunteers, who flew 
“to meet the invader with an alertness and 
“spuil, unexampled in this or any other 
af de known to me, that the 


army its still on the frontier of our 


country, it i ma 
Brits ' 
“ SI ster St ife, collects Vy and concentrating 
“a powerful force, indicating further opera- 


“ jon.——Aftd, whereas, the 


tions ol arere 


* conflict las become a comnaon, and not 


alt party concern, the time has now ar- 


“rived when all degrad 


tng party distine- 
* tions and animositics, huwever we may 
have differed respecting the policy of de- 
*‘ claring, or the mode of prosecuting the 
* war, ought to be laid aside; that every 
“heart may be stimulated, and every arm 
™ nerved, lor the prot clion of our common 
* country, our liberty, our altars, and our 
“ fircsides; in defence of which we may, 
“with a humble confidence, look to Hea- 
** ven for assistance and protection.” 

Same Date. Account of a dinner at Ad. 
bany.—These ave the stens of the feelings 
of the people of America. Theyare more 
worthy of attention than 50,000 empty 
harangues on either side :—“* On Monday 
“the 19th inst. a Public Dinner was 
*wtven by the citizens of this city to Ma- 
“* jors General Scott and Gaines, and their 
** respective suites. The company was 
4 very numerous, and consisted of the most 
** respectable citizens of this place, without 
“distinction of party—The Hon. John 
“Taylor, Lt. Gov. Presided—-and the 
* Hon Pr. S. Van Rensselaer, the Mayor, 
« a Vice President.———The follawing 

oasts were drank on the occasion: 

“1. Our soil—in its defence every good and 


™ gu exert his cnergics, 


> 
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The President of the United States 
“4. The Congress of the United States—¥ 


they possess the wisdom to discern, 


é 3 


sé 
and | 
* energy to pursue, the > a 

vr’ pursue, the true and permanent 


terests of their country. 


és 


5. Our Commissioners at Ghent— May ther 
return freighted with the blessings of peace 


**6. The memory of Washington, 


Lad r , 
7. The heroes nnd statesmen of the Revolu. 
** tion—May our gratitude for their services hp 


‘Fas immoital as their fame. 


“8. Our Navy — Both hemispheres haye joerg 
** iluminated with its ascending glory, 


* 9, The Governor of the State of New \ 


** 10. Party-spirit —May it be banished fem 


our Land 


We have now but two parties, ox, 


** country, aud its invading enemies, 

** U1, Our brave army on the Niagara frontier 
** — Jt has covered itself with glory | [tha 
4é 


rich merit of having redeemed our national 
** character, 

** 12, Commodore M‘ Donough—The ever me 
morable and glorious victory of the I1th Sep- 
** tember, achieved by his squadron overa + 
** perior British force in men and guns, hos in 


‘* wortalised himand his brave men —The Sinte 


. 
- 


of New York owes him peculiar gratitude, he 
has saved our northern frontier from pillage 
‘and devastation, 

as 13 
shill and valour entitles him to the plaudits ot 


Major-General Brown—tTlis military 

his country, 

‘14, Major-General Porter—-The gallant 

‘leader of the New York State Volunteers. 
“615. Those heroes who have fallen in battle 


‘ 


. 


in defending ovr rights—they have sealed will 
‘their blood their devotion to their counity= 


‘ 


o 


their memories are enshrined ia our heatt 

** 16. The memory of Cicorge Cliaton. 

“© 17. The memory of Alexander ifamilton. 
** The following volunteer Coasts were given: 
* By Major-General Scott——The City 0! 


‘ public apirit, 


Albany, in munificence and 


worthy to be the metropolis of the first Sac us 


‘ 


. 


'€ the Union, 


* By Major-General Gaines—The Peaple of 
America, united, will defy the strength aud 
fexevuvaneeee of Kings. 

“ After Generals Scott and Gaines withdrew, 
the following toasts were given ! 

‘* Major-General Scott, the pride of his cour 
try-—the Rattles of Chippawa and Bridge 
water, have cousecrated his genius aud 
valour, , 

** Mujor-Gencral Gaines, the Her 
Eric, ~houour to him who does honvet! 
** country,”’ 

I have put stars in the place of 
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make rather free. 
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ts 


‘urmy, and an exhibit of i several regiments 


‘Sond corps uniler the command of Lieutenant 


nes, with whom those Republicans 
October 4. Unbounded praises on the 
t and army at Lake Ch; unplaim. An 


4 


‘cial report. from General Macomlr of | service. 
i : > a . ; 
panies of Cadets, one of which was already 


sup ported at the ex pence of a priv: ate pa- 
triotic individual. He recommends also 
the establishment ofa great cannon-loundry 


army, Which marched against him to 
ttsbureh, as follows -— 

(list of the principal officers of the British 
in 


“ General Sir Geo. Prevost at the siege of 


Mattsburgh, 
“ 
” . ‘ta 
‘Lieutenant General Sir George Prevost, i 
commander in chief, 
‘“ 


* Major-General de Rottenburgh, second in]; 
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Same Date.——A message from Mr. 


Tompkins, Governor of the State of New 
York, giving u detail of about 40,000 
milbete a called out by that State into actual 


A recommendation to form com- 


the interior. 


Oct. 5. [A MOST MEMORABLE 


DAY.] “The Washington, SEVENTY 


FOUR GUN SHIP, was launched at 
Portsmouth, in superb style, at half-past 
12 o'clock. No accident occurred. The 
spectators were very numerous.’ 





* command. ay 
a Portsmouth, my Lord, there is in New 
* Major-General Robertson, commanding first : ‘ d ' 
{ briend Hampshire as well as in Old Hampshire. 
mimvade, 
ot ts , ---lt is Greek meeting Greek, let folks say 
‘ Major-General Powers, commanding second ' 
“ brivade what they will! "This is the fir stot their 
rigade, ‘ »* ° 
“© Matoref >. ; ships of the Aine. There are three more 
Major-General Brisbane, commanding third nm 
* idtionmae getting forward. They may all be out at 
sea before next May, with frigates and 


La) 


es 


«4 


te 


ts 
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se 


‘Major-General Baynes, adjatant-general. 


smaller vessels in their suite. Pray, my 


“Sir Sidney Beckwith, quarter-master gen, 
Lord, do your best to put an end to this 


* Col. Hughes, chief engineer. 

*“ Major Sinclair, commanding officer of ar- 

Ullery. 

* Lieut. Col, Tryall, assistant adjut.-gen, 

“Capt, Burke, deputy asst. adjut.-gea. 

* Col, Murray, assistant quar,-master-gen, 

“Major Montgomery, do, do, 

* Capt, Davis, dep. aX. quar. master-gen, 
List of the Regiments and Corps, 


* 4 Troops 19th light dragoons 300 
** 4 Companies royal artillery 400 


** |] Brigade of rocketecers 


“| Brigade royal sappers and miners 75 
Ist Brigade—27th regt, Ist battalion 300 * 
58th 900 - 
5th 1000 e 
9d or Bull's 900 n 
— 3700 | “ 
24 Brigade—S8th 1000 0S | 
39th 90 |" 
76th 3d bat. 900 " 
27th Sd bat. 800 if 
—— 3600] 
3d Brigade—8th or King’s 2d bat. 900 ya 
13th 600 
49th 600 
6th 1000 
— 3/00 


ith Brigade ~Muron’s regt. (Swiss) 1200 
Canadian Chasseurs 900 


Frontier light infantry 150 
o_o 9800 





SC 
favourite Eastern States! In one of those 
States which we expected to separate from 
th 
batants” that this first ship of the Ime is 


95 launched 


war. It will, as I always said, create a 

formidable navy. Let the Americ ‘ans have 
rae 

peace. ‘The war makes them pay taxes, to 

be sure; but it makes ws pay taxes too, 

and in a mach greater proportion.—Ob- 


rve, too, that this ship is launched in our 


e Union! It is amongst the * son-com- 


Same date—New York Gazxette— 
The Philadelphia papers of yesterday, 
which we last evening 1 received by the 
uick stages, contain the subsequent 
articles.—We have seen a letter from 
Philadelphia, stating, that a report pre- 
vailed there all the morning of Monday 
that the famous Wm, Cobbett had ar- 
rived in that city, and put up at the of- 
fice of the Democratic p *rvess.——W hethes 
the report is correct or not, we are 
unable to determine, but it is a fact, that 
the democratic Press of Monday even- 


“ing contains an address to the public, of 
“three columns, under the signature of 
“ William Cobbett.”” You see, my Lord, 
that, in spite of their alarms, they cana 
hoax in that country as well as in this. 
Volticcors BAO Indeed, my Lord, I was not there. The 

Noblesse of Massachussetts were chevyaty 
hoaxed. They are fast be 
—— |laugh’ng-stock of the w 
14,000 | There is no reliance to 
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them. They are a set of vain fools, with 
that consummate coxcomb, H. G. Otis at 
their head, who will never be a Sevgneur 
unless he quit America, 

Oct. 14.—The Despatches from Ghent 
prblished,—The tone of the Federal prints 
changed. » Not one of them daring to say, 
that he would recommend peace on our 
conditions. ‘The sound of resistance, the 
clurge of arrogance against England, be- 
come wnanimons. 

Same date.—Report of the Finances 
state, that the gross revenue for 1815, ts 
to be 22,435,000 dollars; a little more 
than two thirds of our POOR RATES 
ALONE! What a beggarly nation this 
America must be, my Lord! And yet 
the labourers in Philadelphia eat meat ! 
Meat, did L say? Why, they eat fowls, 
apd geese, and turkeys! ‘They talk of 
great exertions, and are only going to raise 
22,435,000 dollars, 5,608,777 pounds, 
upon seven or eight millions of people, 
while we raise more than 80,000,000 of 
pounds upon about ten millions of people, 
including paupers, army, navy, and all: 
Phis is their vreat, their gigantic effort, is 
wt? «But, then, it must be observed, that 
the people do a vast deal of their own ac- 
cord, ‘Fhey turn out and work and fight 
without pay. As at New York, where 
even the school-boys are working at the 
different fortifications ; and, as at Dalti- 
more, where the city was defended, and 
our attack repelled, by the citizens them- 
selves. ‘The Bostonians, our friends, too, 
sxy that they are ready for us, and that 
they did us defiance. 

Same date.—Letters from Commodore 
Chauncey indicate, that he is in little fear 
of our BIG SHIP. 

Same date.—TVhe freedom of the city of 
New York presented to Commodore Perry. 

Oct. 18.—News that the Americans 
had broken up the pirates at Barataria, 
captured all their ships, and taken 200,000 
dollars in booty. — Account of the repnise 
of our expedition against Mobille.-—Great 
praises bestowed on the defenders of that 
fort, who are said to have proved to the 
world, that Americans are fit for war zn ci/ 
its shopes. 


rye 


Phe Levislature of Massachusetts, 
about ten days before the dispatches ar- 
rived from Ghent, made a report, followed | 
Vv certain resolutions, the object of the | 


, 
= Poe 
whole of w uch Appears to have been to get 
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| supplies to Bermuda and Halifax, ' 
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Government in the prosecution of the way 
This project will, according to all appear. 
ance, be blown into air, and will haye yo 
other cfleet, than that of bringing js 
authors into utter disevace. It ia eteties 
enough to hear this Legislature complain 
of ws for treating thetr country as roug)!y 
as the rest of the States. They call us an 
enemy, who attacks, wrthout discriminy. 
tion, those who were cgatnast the war as 
well-as those who were jor it. Thus they 
have thrown off the mask. They did it at 
a very unlucky time; for, in ten dava 
after they had done it, out came the dis- 
patches, which appear to have silenced all 
the enemies of the war. This set-off dis 
appointed the would-be Noblesse, who, 
when in power, railed against faction; 
called the opposition to Mr. Adans 
atheists; passed Sedition Bills ; raised, 
and kept on foot, @ standing arny 
tn time of peace; this set are not to 
be relicd on by us. It was amongst these 
very men, that the Revolution began. 
They will do what they can to regain tle 
lost power and consequence ; they wil 
say any thing ; but they are never to bs 
relied on. Uf they saw, that we were 
likely to have power to make them [itte 
Sergneurs over the people ; and if thei 
priests, the most grecdy of all mankind, 
saw that we were in a state to make the 
people give them a good share of their 
earnings ; if such were the fair prospect, | 
do not say, that they might not be tempted 
to an open rebellion against their general 
Government. Bet while there ts any 
doubt, they will never take a decided parts 
and, therefore, I again beseech your Lord. 
ship to place xo reliance upon these nem 
It is litthe H.G, OTIS, who signs 
this report of the Massachusetts Legisla- 
ture, I have beard of A CERTAIN 
CORRESPONDENCE of this” little 
Serene Hivhness man. Poor little fribbie. 
A Yankee Republican would beat an amy 
of such men with a broom-stick. Besides, 
you see, my Lord, that their friendship 
depends upon our forbearance. We must 
not touch their State : if we do they wi 
ficht us. Uf, indeed, they would recess 
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our ships into Boston harbour 5 take or 
. ‘ a a ¢ 

army into their State-; send us all sort , 
5 # 


—T ming 
there would be good ground for sp*! 
them. But to spare them on — 
their railing avainst Mr: Madison, * 


he Ln ‘ | ’ . ° . sé ie ule 
the other three New sEnolend Stetes to their conting about our being the 


Joia them im embarrassing the General | wark of their religion,” is to be o/wate 
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, set of the most cunning hypocrites 
jitever existed, ‘They say, iv their re- 


port,—" We are re ‘solved bs defend our 
“country against the incursions of an 
* enemy, who has sot discriminated be- 
‘tween those who have anxiously sought 
peace, and those who have wantonly pro- 
“ryled the war’ Thus, you see, they 
pected to le quict and unmolested, while 
cw other States were attacked {This woakd, 
deed, be a pretty mode of carrying on 
var! We should thus leave the most ‘vol- 
viceid parts unassailed. Portsmouth 1s 
a New England. We were not to attack 
iit place, of course, though there 1s now 
a 74 gun ship Jaunched against us, So 
that these friends of ours are likely to be 
of amazing benefit to’ us. This is the 
creat error of the war. We have, I fear, 
placed xeliance upon this little Noblesse, 
which relianee has, at one and the same 
lime, encouraged us to make propositions 
aad restrained our arms, til the astern 
States are quite ready for defence. And 
ve they would still carry on the farce of 
jricat:hip towards us, at once to deccive , 
us and to vex the general Government. 
But, my Lord, as was ovr case in the 
first French war, it is to their victories, 
= especially their aval victories, that 
» Aimericans owe the present popularity 
us the war. These have been so decisive 3 
> 
‘tl eale ulation, that the nation, whe claim 
tiem, must ss proud, unless we suppose 
them to be different from al! other nations. 
These victories are the more agreeable, be- 
cause the people of America have always 
looked at our naval power with dread. 
Some time after the capture of the Java 
and her destruction, an American editor, 
having collected together the several pa- 
mer raphs and speec hes, pablished upon the 
subject in’ England, re-published them 
unde ‘the head of “ Wailing and gnashing 
‘of teeth,” and added a set of remarks, 
enough to make the blood of almost any 
ie ars boil but mine, which, having 
» long been boiling over a hotter fire, 
could receive no additional heat from these 
strictures. All our apologies about the 
size of their ships ; the number of their 
guns ; the weight of their metal; the 
number of their men ; all these have been 
the subject of the most cutting and cruel 
ireny, levelled against “the Mother Coun- 
“try.” And, as to Captafii Carden’s de- 
scription of the frigate by which he was 
captured in the Macedonian; namely, 
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“him very disdainfully ; and wy J to 


so striking 3 so wonderful; so far bey: iad | “ Jearn the cause, he was to! by the 


that “ she was a'74 ta disguise,” it ha” 
hecome a bye-word in the Repub lican 
States. Another ground of apoloey has 
been very much ridicule ds; namely, that 
the Americans have won their battles with 
our sermen. This has been constantly as- 
serte “«d here by our foolish writers, not per- 
ceiving that it was the very worst apology 
that could possil) ily be offered. For, if the 
fact were so, it would follow, that our men 


” 


fought better on board of the Y ankee ships 


than on board of our own ships; or, that 
the dest of our men preferred the American 
service to our own 3 or, that the American 
officers were more able or more brave than 
ours. One of these conclusions aust be 
drawn from such a fact. So that these 
apologists for our defeats have really been 
the most crucl censors ; have greatly ay- 
gravated the pain which the nation felt 
upon the oce: asion——Yet, disgraceful as 
it is, the notion has prevailed; and the 
Times newspaper treats us to the ‘following 
anecdote, relative to the cause of our 
failure, our defeat, our “ dregrace,” as 
they call it, on Lake c hi umplain —* When 
“© ‘aptain Pring, the second in command 
“ in the unfortunate aflair on Lake Cham- 
‘ plain, went on board the American com- 
‘mander-in-chief’s ship to deliver up his 
“ sword, he observed a man who treated 


- 


-~ 


om- 
“ manJter that the individgalawas an Fng- 
“ Iishinan, \ate boatswaim of the sritish 
“sloop of war Afrt, and to this mai’s 
skill and eacrtions ‘the American Com- 
‘“‘ modore confessed fe was PRINCI- 
“ PALLY indebted for the sucevss of that 
day.” —I wonder where the 7imes news- 
paper got this ancedote. Or, rather, I 
wonder how the fool came to think of pub- 
lishing such a falsehood. What, then, he 
is really to allow, I suppose, that one Eng- 
lish boatswain has more skill than all the 
English officers on board our flcet ! But 
still this boatswain had to work with Ame- 
rican satlors. There was only his directing 
heid at most. Wonderful that he should 
have been, by his single head, and Ame- 
rican arms, able to capture a whole British 
fleet !———-Yet, stupid as this is, it will 
take with ‘his “ most thinking nation.” 
Indeed, the common opinion is, that it is 
to our seamen that the Americans owe their 
victories. I should not at all wonder if it 
were to be believed, that the armies of 
Macomb, Brown, Izard, Gaines, Seott, 





Jackson, &c. were composed of English. 
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men ; men deserted from the English army. | 


Monstrous as this appears, disgracciul as 
it is to our character, striking, as it does, 
at the very root of our Government, despi- 
cable as it is caleulated to make us in the 
eyes of the whole world ; still even this 
seems to be thought preferable to an ac- 
knowledgment, that the Americaus, and 
especially that Nepubiicans, possess more 
skill or more courage than our navy and 
army. 

My Lord, I have, from before the be- 
ginning of this war, been deeply impressed 
with the opinion, that we should be the 
cause of creating a great Naval Power on 
the other side of the Atlantic. Say what 
men will, the real force ofa ship depends 
upon her men. How came the Deacock 
tu be sent to the bottom in fifteen minutes 
by a vessel of rather inferior size and 
metal ?) ‘The Americans are 
all meninthe world. ‘They are enterpriz 
mg above allmen. They are, as a mass 
betier informed and more acute than any 
other people. They are more hardy than 
any other people. They are more sober 
than any other people amongst northern 

nations. They have less of bodily disease 
than any othe r people. Their education is 
such as to give every individual great con- 
Side nee in himself, and a high opinion of 
his own importance. Such are the materials 
of which an American crew is composed. 
The acts, whith+have heen performed by 
American prisoners of war, jn several in- 
stances, are really of a character savour- 
ing of romance. We have nothing in his- 
tory, nor upon the stage, nor in our chival- 
rous books which come up to these acts.— 
Twill trouble your Lordship with an ac- 
count of one of them, from an American 
paper, which account is worth a thousand 
essays upon such a subject, You will, 
from: this account, see what Americans are 
capable of performing, and will cease to 


wonder at them naval successes. Yon 





see how diehtly they themselves treat such | 


adventures. 
A YANKEE TRICK ; 
OR 

An escape from a British Prison=S} 2p. 

“ We, the following named persons, 
* citizens of the United States of Americ: 
viz. Samuel G. P: 
* Boston, taken by H. B. M, ship Marl- 
* borough ; Thomas W. Nelson, a native 
of New y ork ; John H. T. Estes; a na- 


tive of Virginie ; and John Harman, a 


a, 
wker, a native of 


POLITICAL REGISTER.—Letter to the Earl of Liverpool, 


active above 


“ Bona, of Baltimore, by H. B. M, 
“ war Laurestinus 3 Robert one a nati 
of New York, taken by -H. B. M. s! 
“ Marlborough ; Samuel W right, a native 
“ of Connecticut, attached to the United 
** States’ navy, taken in the United Stay, 
* brig Viper, by H. B. M. frigate Nari 
sus 3 Jacob Anderson, a native of Ma. 
** chusetts, taken in the Reet of Balti. 
‘“‘ more, by H. B. M. ship Mariboron | 
: ich Sc ott, (man of colonr it 
of Virginia, i ar by H. b. M. shiv 
Marlborough ; s Thos. M?} iheezy, man of 
colour) of Philade ‘Iphia, taken in the Da 
of Philadelphia; being  prisoness 
board of H. B. M. ship Gore: ving at 
the island of Bermuda, and “A out 
“fare very hard, being on very shori al- 
lowance of Ss a ‘nt provisions, and it 
‘ being reported there, that there was to 
‘be no exchange of prisoners, resolute); 
determined to hazard our lives for our 
freedom the first opportunity 3 > therefore 
on Wednesday morning, April 21st, 
eleven prisoners were ordered into the 
Goree’s launch, to get fresh water, \ be 
the above nam ed persons went into th 
beat, with two other prisoners, names 
unknown to us, under the guard of two 
seldiers of the 102d regiment, 
boatswain of the ship Clanseemprocectics d 
“to St. Catharine’s tank, there filled sv 
“ casks with water; on our return the wor 
We ashington was give n, it being our 
for an atte mpt toescape. We imme date ely 
** disarmed the soldiers and teck poss 
of the boat; and -_ within r sch. of 
two forts, namely St. C: atharine’s and 
Paget forts, and  sthin gun-shot of the 
“ Junon frigate, the sloop of war Nimrod, 
* and Heathes sloop of war name unknown 
to us, boarded H. B. M. schooner Bu- 
muda, she having five men on oe cal 
the following description : a king’s p 
the captain and three hands : tt ey i 
an inefiectual resistance, we Soo ct 
“ nelled them to retreat under deck, tock 
vi possession, cut all her cables and moor- 
ings, made sail, and pushe d out of 2n un- 
‘known channel, after tu rning off the 
“ boat with only two oars, two soldiers, 
“ and the boatswain of the Goree. The 
“ Bermuda being in the habit of laying 
“ buoys in the channel, had five of them on 
“ board, which we supposed would weig 
“ two tons each, hove four of them fed 
“ board 3 not kriowing the trim of the 
“ vessel, ivohieted once of the buoys until we 
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native of Penusyly ania, taken in the sch. 





¢ should discover it; the sails that were 
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“on beard were fore-sail, main-sail and 
- jib, the flying jib we sect asa studden 
" sai , the watt topsails asa lying jib hoom, 
“ there being neither topmast, jib, nor any 
+ snare spars on board, we made spars of 
«our oars by lashing them together. We 
id it necessary to have a form of or- 


ee ° a 
Libie 


«Jer on board, therefore Sam. G. Parker 
“ was unanimously elected master ; we left 
‘ Bermuda at eleven o'clock, a. 72. with a 
‘ moderate breeze from the southward 3 at 
‘ouc, p. 7. heard the alarm euna fire— 
“two, p.m. saw a sail in chase of us, sup- 
“posed it to be the brig Nimrod 5 at sun 
+ se we observed she gained on us fast, we 
“thea steering E.N. E,; at dark, sup- 
“pone she could not see us, jibed ship, 
“ond steered W. by N.; about eight, p.m. 

aw her lights, when she passed about 
* one mile astern of-us, at three, a. mm. by 
“moon light, saw a brig about two miles to 
“windward of us, we bore away and she 
“alter us—she kept way with us until 
“abont 8 a, m2. the 22d, when we launched 
“the fifth buoy and found this the trim of 
“the vessel; by 10, a.m. ram her out of 
sight. We now examined and found we 
“ were at sea without any book, chart, or 
‘any instruments, save a compass, with 
“forty gallons of fresh water, and ten 
“days provisions. Nothing material pass- 
“ed during the passage, except that we 
‘“ were several times chased, and met with 
‘a gale of wind in the gulph, which com- 
“velled us to Jay too about sixty hours, 
“until the 28th of April, when we made 
“the land bearing N. W.; as we drew 
“near, discovered it to be Cape May ; 
‘saw a line of battle ship in the channel, 
“two vessels endeavouring to cut us off up 
“the bay, and a pilot boat in chase of us ; 
“we suspecting them to be roguishly in- 
clined made as fast as possible to land, 
“and within pistol shot of the pilot boat 
“ Pennsylvania, she being full of armed 
Englishmen, beachtd ‘the vessel, and 
** jumped ashore at Cape May—having no 
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“ last, no cun-powder, aud an azumith, 
“which was drawn for the Potcticrs line 
* of battle ship.” 

Now, my Lord, is there any thing like 
this upon record, with mM gard to any other 
nation? But there are many instances of 
such acts performed by Americans. They 
frequently happen. And yet are there 
men, who have the folly to believe, that it 
would be impossible for the Americans to 
gain a victory without the aid of Lnglish 
seamen! Must not a fleet, manned with 
such men, be a formidable object? And, 
if the war’continue lone, what reason have 
we to hope, that we shall not, on the Ocean 
as well as on the Lakes, liave to face such 
a fleet? Lam aware, that it is now too 
late to prevent the Republicans from having 
a considerable fleet. If peace were made 
to-morrow, they would build their 74’s and 
their frigates. ‘They have had a proct of 
the necessity of .a respectable naval force 
even for the purposes of mere defence. 
They have had a taste of glory. They 
will now, in any case, be a naval power, 
But the progress of this power will be 
greatly guickened by a continuation of the 
war; while, on the other hand, that conti- 
nuation will, day by day, render peace less 
likely to restore the former relationships of 
the two countries. 

It is said, that, if we make peace now, 
Without regaining what we have !ost in 
naval reputation, we shal] retire from the 
contest diseraced. I will not dispute that 
point; but, if we retire from the contest in 
a year or two hence, without recovering 
what we have lost, what will (Aez be our 
situation? If beg your Lordship well to 
consider this question ; for, in compari- 
son with this, what are to us all the ar- 
rangements of the Congress of Vienna ? 
What, compared with this, are the ques- 
tions relating to the parcelling out of Ger- 
many; the distribution of its petty sove- 
reignties y the allotment of its towns, fields, 
and population? What is it to us to have 





arms ourselves, were obliged to aban- 
‘don the vessel to the five prisoners and 
“ the Pennsylvania, after an anxious pas- 
“sage of seven days and six hours. —The 
“ schooner Bermuda is a fine Bermudian 


destroyed the naval arsenals of Antwerp, 
if @ navy is to rise up in the American Re- 


RT 


| public > To have left the Emperor Nae 


! 


' 


| poleon master of a// the Continent of Ea- 
| rope would not have been so dangerous to 


“built vessel, coppered to the bends, and | us as would be the existence of a considers 
“her sails new—was launched in June, | able navy in America; for that navy, 
“1812; is about 90 tons burthen ; had on | having France with it, would put our naval 
“board a smith’s forge, calculated for a | superiority, and even our safety at home, 
“ man of war, with bellows, anvil, &e. one | in imminent danger. There can be no 
** long six-pounder in the hold, dismounted, | doubt, that France will, whenever she has 


a quantity of shot and pig iron for bal- 


| the opportunity, side with the Republic 
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against us. It would not, in such a case, 
be like an alliance against us by Irance 
and Spain and Holland, whose fleets we 
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«- 


cision of the sword. If she fall there wil] 
be no European Sovereign to mourn over 
her; but, if she stand, there will he 


have been so lony accustomed to dispose of | enough to court her fricndship 3 and the 


by wholesale. One Aierican seventy-four 
would outweigh half a fleet of such enemies. 
Example is very contagious: It is already 
seen, that we are zot invincrtble. 'Vhere ts 


longer the war lasts, the more signal, the 
more important, the more lasting will be 
the eflect of her triumph 3 the hieher will 
she stand in the estimation of the world, 


a morad eflect in that fact equal to the half | the greater wall be her weight; atthe same 


I know well that this 
effect cannot be removed. I know the 
evil to be without a remedy. But, by 
puting an end to the war, we may retard, 
if not prevent, the increase of this great 
evil. 

The peace on the Continent of Europe, 
which was regarded as the most fortunate 
event that ever occurred for this country, 
will, if the war with America be not 
speedily terminated, prove, in my opinion, 
to have been the most unfortunate that the 
country ever knew. If we had been still 
at war with Napoleon, he would, in 
spite of all explanation, have been looked 
upon as anally of the Republic. At 
any rate, we should have been seen 
combatting America with a proportionally 
small part of our force. But now, we 
have no other enemy. We are pitted 
against the Republic s¢zgle-handed. The 
world are looking on. We must now, if 
we continue the war for anv lenpth of 
time, triumph in a most signal manner; 
or, Our reputation is gone forever. The 
result of the naval action on Lake Cham- 
plain has (the newspapers tell us) pro- 
duced a wonderful sensation oa the Conti- 
nent, where people can hardly believe their 
eyes andears. ‘The fall of Napoleon was 
not less expected than these victories of 
America over the British Navy. ‘These 
events have given ancw turn to the VIEWS 
of politicians on the Continent 5 and the 
moral inflaence of them must be very pyeat. 
L have not the smallest doubt, that vour 
collexreue, now at Vieuna, feels somewhat 
of tie etlect of this influence, which, 
thonch no one wil! tell him of it in so many 
words, will act in dunioution of his weight. 
Qar newspapers tell. as, that the Ameri- 
ean nepociators would “ not be suffired to 
shew their noses at Vienna.” Thev need 
not go thither. The official reports of. the 
battles of ticir country will do more than 
they could do in person. What need they 
care Who possesses Poland and Italy and 
the Netherlands! What need they care 
about the intrigues of Enrope! Their 


our physical force. 


time that, towards us, the greater will be 
her resentment. 

I do not, however, suppose it necessary 
for America to place any reliance on the 
aid, or the good wishes of France, or of 
any other power. She is, Lam persuaded, 
quite able to defend herself, and to coudvet 
the contest to a successful termination. 
Our newspapers announce, with great ap- 
parent glee, that Duke Wellington has 
prevented a French ship from sailing from 
France to the American Republie, with 300 
French officers on board. Ut must have 
been a pretty large ship! But, why not let 
these ofitcers go ? It is a thousand to one 
if any of them would have been employed ; 
if they had been employed, could they have 
been more mischievous to us than the Ma- 
combs, the Browns, the Bainbridges, the 
Perrys, &c. &e. have been? But whe- 
ther employed or not, we should, at any 
rate, 7x case of final failure, have lad to 
ascribe our defeat to the veteran officers of 
France. We should have had others be- 
| sides the Yankees, to whom to ascribe our 
| failure. We should have had something 
'to soothe us under our mortification. It 
|was said, that, when Lord Cornwaliis 
_yielded up his army at York Town, he 
| wished to deliver his sword to the General 
who commanded the French part of the 

troops ; but he was compelled to yield it to 

General Washingtone The nation were 
i soothed in 1782 with the reflection, that 
lit was not Aimerica alone, to whom it had 
| submitted 5 by whom it had been defeated. 
| It was thought to have been no disgrace to 
give upto France, Spain, Holland, and Ame- 
rica all joined together. Therefore, | would 
have let the 300 French officers go3 for, 
while it is very certain that theycould have 
done us no barm, they might, possibly, have 
afforded us the consolation of attributing 
any misfortune that may happen to them 
and not to the Republicans... Tbe French 
officers are now Royalists, What they 
may be in a few moons nu man can a 
At present, however, they are very loys 
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men, and go to hear mass. If these knights 








country. must now stand, or full, by thé de- 





of the Saint ésprit, or: Holy Ghost, bad 
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t1)} DECEMBER 15, 3814.— Lette: 


ore to Amervica, we might safely have | 
«pled all futore American victerics ty 
them, though they had, all the while, been 
eating herb- soup, and 1 ‘caring dirty shirts, 
and © ‘abl Hing about war, and writing ever- 
la ting memorials in the taverns of New 
York and Philadelphia. If, indeed, they | 
were men dissatisfied with the present | 
order of things in France ; Republicans | 
in prinetple, going with a reselution to 
vit in America ; if, in short, they were 
men, of whom the King of Fiance 
wished to get rid; then, I think, the 
Duke was right: for such men, even as 
ordinary members of soctety, would be 
valuable tz America, and, of course, in pu 
rious tous. But af they are Knights of 
ihe Holy Ghost, 1 would let them yo and 
join the Noblesse of Massachu: tts, wher: 
the v might possibly be regarded as “ a bu/- 
wark of religh n, ire alord great com- 
fort to : he holy siteite the Preshyterian 
priests, by seitetioitie anannual Ze Deum 
iu honour of Saint Lov IS, and of the re- 
storation of the Pope, the Jesuits, and the 





Inquisition. 

No, my Lord, the Americans want no 
oficers from Frenee, or from any other 
country. A well- fod, well-ed: reated po- 
pulation, toge ther with uncommon natural 
centUs, we give them officers enough of 
their own erowth. In future letters, 1 shall 
liv before your Lordshi ipmy t! houghts more 

fally as to the formation of a auvy in the 
American Re public, and the probable con- 


sequences of it ; on the state of her manz- 





fire, as now practised, and as it admits of 
being improved ; as ba upon other mat- 
ters, which now are become interesting to 


us. Tam, &c. &e. 
WM. COBBETT. 





P.S. Since writing the above, TF have 
seen the Gazefte (the long-promised Ga- 
zette) relating to the battles of Plattsburgh 
and Lake Champlain. We have here 
presented to us Sir George Prevost’s ac- 
count of his proceedings up to the 11th of 
September, the day when he was prepar- 
ing to storm the fort, and on which fatal 
day our fleet was captured. We have 
also a letter from Sir James Yeo; dated at 
Kiegeten, Lake Ontario, on the 24th of 

September. I will speak about the ac- 
counts which we HAVE NOT, by and 
bye.————-At present I wish to spexk of, 
and put in as.clear a light as possible, the 
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C reorge Prevost.——The Morning Chro- 
wiciey Wh ich bas long been, apparently, “ 
tool in the bands of a faction in Caaada 
avast Sir George Prevost, says upon this 
eceasion: “ lt will be observed, in the 
“letter of Sir James Yeo, with what erz- 
“minal fenorance the attack on Platts. 
“burgh was condacted.”,——-Sir James 
Yeo says :— It appears to me, and f 
* have good reason to believe, that Captain 
“ Downie was urged, and his ship Zesvied 
“ onto action before she was in x fit state to 
“meet the enemy. I am also of opinion 
* that there was not the least necessity lor 
“ our squadron giving the enemy such de- 
“ ctded advantages, Ww going into their 
ba 1y to enrace them; even had t ley been 
“% successful, it would mot én the least have 
“assisted the troops ta storming the but- 
tern vs whereas, had our troops loken 
* their batteries first, i would have ol lived 
“the exemy’s squadron to q nit the bay, 
and given ours @ fair chance.’—— There 
is in the Gazette a letter of Captain Pring, 
(second in command on board our fleet ) 
to Sir James Yeo, which speaks of tie 
haste with which ‘our principal ship, the 
Confiance, was get ready for the service 5 
but, it appears, that she was in satling order 
several days, if not wecks, before the 
action. Sir George bad received orders 
from home to undertake the expedition, 
which he did as soon as the troops arrived 
from France ; and it leaks out from Capt. 
Pring, that the season demanded that no 
longer delay ers take place. Nor, 
which 1s ve Py material, do we hear of any 
emonstrance by Capt. Pied veainst the 
scented of bis flcet.——-Sir Jawres Yeo 
talks of the porte advantage which the 
enemy had by our gotve fo evgoge them in 
the bay. I do not ceaneelliedl this. Whet 
advantage could the encwy have from that 
circumstance ? If, indeed, he had been 
covered by the works on shore, he would 
have hed an advantage ; but, it appears, 
that he was at anchor owt of gun-shot from 
the shore ; cousequentiy be conld receive no 


| protection ‘from the land, while he left us at 


liberty to choose our mede of attack. This 
having been the case, for thus it is stated 
by Sir George Prev ost, what reasoh could 
Sir James Yeo have for saying, that, “ if 
“the batteries had been taken first, it 
“ would have oblived the enemy’s squadron 
“ to quit the, bay?” ©The batterics could 
not reach the enemy’s squadron, which was 
* out of gun-shot from the shore.” So 





dispute between Sir James Yeo and Sir 


“ that, after all, the result of the expedi-,. 
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! 1 ’ Ps 

en tac lake ( ny 


ioved against bm in dis 
retreat, intercepting 


and galling him at 
every river aad creck, conveying 
bim all sorts of means of anuoyance 
Burgoyne, though he had 
command of (hts same 


acainst 
} } 
whsointe 


’ ’ > ? : J! 1 ‘ 
puiee $ C0 Ulan we LCT 


behind bim not a sinele bettean of the 

ea hI gp ree 
enemy, was eaptared with ail ais daelish 
and German army very soon aiter he got 


> ‘ e ; “ } : 44 ; } cul : 
aut ai tie ach of the s.ake, Which, In 
fact, 5 tre only 


mA | 
through that immense track of 
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Cart cl and hy rin iy 


‘yy; - }° i: o, 
Lhe editor o} the sO: Pity ¢ myovucte 
A} ne — i? , { 6 nee me. ; 
accuses oir George Prevost of “ erin 


tenorance’’ 1 this enterprise. An accu- 
sation more wnjust was : 
What could he moi 


plans and movements 


ver preierred. 
> judtejous than all bos 
5 id 
upon this occasion ? 
; ; 
f£e marches wt success to the place of 


RUR EK § he is ready to be 


the moment t’.e flees ‘Lhe result 
of thew batile could not many minutes 
be doubtful. He sees our fleet beaten: 
and then he instantly retreats. well know- 
ing, that, without the command of the 
Lake, the prosceution of the attack would 
be wholly useless, even in case of success. 
"Phe truth is, thet no attempt to invade the 
Repudlic coud be thought of until the 
command of the Lake was -leoked upon as 
seevred. Sir Goorgo Prevest evidently 


s CHEAT, 
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rin that attac's | 





| not a right so to do, 


200 bee Li f} CE7287722 Lat ! How came vil 


James Yeo not to transmit it, since Capt. 
Pring had “ the onour to aanex” it to his 
letter? How came Sir James not to do 
this? This isa question to put to those 
who are fora covrt-martzal on Sir Gcorce 
Prevost. But Sir George Prevost. who 
‘seems to have foreseen what these Naval 
Gentlemen would be at, has taken care to 
transmit the account of the naval force, on 
both sides, himself; and, I'll engage, that 
no one will ever dare to contradict bis 
statement.——Under, such cirenmstances, 
knowing that our naval force was superior 
to that of the enemy, well might Sir Geo. 
Prevost «a uree,”? as Sir James SAYS, that 13 
to say, push on the fleet to meet the enc- 
my. Well might he, as: Captain Pring 
says, make an “ earnest solicitation” foi 
the fleet to come forward. The only thing 
that appears strange in this is, that tie 
leet should have needed such urging and 
soliciting. Even if we had had a gm 
or two dess than the enemy, Sir George 
Prevost might have been excused, one 








would think, for entertaining no doubt o! 
a fortunate result; but when he knew, 
that we had a» decided superiority ot 
force, is he stitleto be accused of Aurry'”s 
the fleet into action ? “These naval gent 
men scém to have become extremely 
tions in their movements of late. —In short, 
my Lord, who does not, through all tins, 





aid look upon tt as seoured y and had he 





perceive, that the mortification of the Dt 
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intended to be revenged on the head of 


t , , 
[ SuOULG tuina, 
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aud commandes : 


. eT” <6 9m a 
er, that tue project will Lal 3 for on 
Prevost, thouph be uas 2 most 
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4 4 ‘ ‘ 


worth bedy to contend against, is a 
, 

a ul, ee vail.—— In the mean Wille 

iv Juncs Leo, it must be conlessed, rans, 


raing to report, not the jeast rsa ol 


has now, at any 


* ' ‘ 
overpowered. hs 
it ave f d S if pe i és : 

, . NES ea 

los one shia-so vic, that noluimes, on the 
| 


force; and 


»ye? op ity ‘ 
. / wl 


. - { rag * . 
r side. will ever dare face hin. sate 


‘ 


‘ ‘ , j ’ P ; 
inty a sort of Novw&’s ark on those 
Commodore 


‘ dit 

. According to 
‘ . ’ id tell en : Sao. ee oo a 
Cibrunceyv s PEPoOi “9 si)" aiIcS had Gl ji 


. . ye , 
iy bcfore thts bie ship Was Wuncohcd, 


Sir James ty certain a 
commander. tte can pow 
Want no wring to be sire, thouch Si 
CoO LS Prevost st')} iis to have ! Olit up 


to 
iio tits neighbourhood.——Naw, my good 
Lord, pray sulier me to speak to you of 
tue accounts, which we have NOV BUEN 
treated to in this Gasette, though it s 
to have been promised us by the Ministers 
everal days ago. I mean the account of 
‘iv George Prevost’s RETREAT from 
Piaitsburgh 3 which account I, for my 
part, am very anxious tosee. We left Sir 
George Prevost at Plattsburgh. We now 
! 
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+! .. “B.  h of a at Sean , 
ar that he is at Iingston, or at Sackett’s | 


iiavbour, where he and Sir James Yeo 
have captured Commodore Chauncey’s 
leet, and all the American army at that 
place. ‘This is what our newspapers say ; 
but nebody gives us any account of Sir 
Ceorge’s RETREAT, after sceing the 
fleet captured on Lake Champlain. The 
“ines newspaper says, that the stores, left 
behind, or destroyed, in this retreat, cost 
from 70 to LOO thousand pounds sterling. 
Lut the most serious matter is, the report- 
ed desertions which took place during this 
retreat. Mr.. Whitbread is reported to 
have said, in the House of Commons, a few 
davs ago, that he had heard that 2,000 
Wcilingtonians deserted upon this occasion. 
Mr. Vansittart is reported to have answer- 
ed, that Sir George Prevost had said no- 
thing about any desertion, and, therefore, 
he could not believe the report 3 because, 


if the fact had been such, Sir George 





would have said something about it. 
This was a very satisfactory answer for 
the time ; but we expected to hear what 
Sir George really did say; and in this we 
have been disappointed.—We hope, how- 
ever, to have the account at last. 





(1; to roon, i} , ob wish to see 
- | this done. Gr, Uilt vi ot war that we 
are carrying on bat » Linuaeh very bis dy 
land «¢ KPOnsayve to pi uise We ene, 

j \ F Xt or seventy ul i norlach 

i t rhiahs tu ti it > OK 

0 seven years to arrive at & peace in 
17S2: and now it will, i care AY, tuke us 


the same time to arrive at & Pees uA ith iGU 
or L500 thousand men tm the heid eat ane 
‘ 


time; so tpat it is hioh tine Cosene o. Tak 


forties and hilGes of thousands wreoatly 


disapprove of the eavally raged thre 
y tax. ity that 
hey nist pay this tax, or hove tne de- 
heht of git ine the Yankees ; bi, ae ? 
What! do they expect the Ministers to 
carry on the war oat of the ir own poeks 


ketee 
my oat y , oo 90 buwas avee ' "Ri; 
ihese loins Want War witout taxes. 218 


is not folly or factiousness: it is, my Lord, 


pros 
” | ' ' 
perty Did i net tell the peo 
t 


sheer wat of conscience. 
Botley, 30th November, 


P. S. 3d.——As it is mv intention to 


: Pie 
make a complete se ies of tuese lritera, 
and to introduce into them all that i bave 


to say relative to this war with America, | 
shall, in this way, tack on Postscripts, 
on the subjects, ar ig day by cay, In 
the present Postscript C she'l srate, as ac 
curately as | am able, the situation of 
things and of views in the two countries 
respectively. 

IN AMERICA the first seventy-four 
gun ship, the Washingten, has been 
lannched at Portsmouth, in New Hamp. 
shire. A new frigate is also stated to have 
been launched xt Philadelphia.—390 thon 
sand of the militia appear to have been 
called out into service ; volunteer corps of 
horse and foot have been formed and 
equipped im a very ¢ omplete manner The 


‘first steam battery is saul to have heen 


launched at New York. This batterv is 
moved by steam, without regard to wind or 
tide; can be placed in any position on the 
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water; can he shifted and turacd at plea- 
sure 5 i3 bom)-pro if: wiil resist cannie 

halls at 200 yards; forms a complete saci- 
ter to the men on board it; and has a fur- 
nace for heating shot, A report was mad: 
to the Congress, on this subject, Jast vear, 
and the construction authorised by that 
body. Vvorks for the defence of all the 
principal towns end cities on the coast, or 
near it, have been, and are, caurying on 
with great alacrity. ~Pliladelphia cannot 
be touched by rea‘er, unless the works on 
Jand be first taken. ‘To met at Pila- 
de!phia, Ceneral tfowe was obliced to Jand 
an army below the R Ly of Preluware 5; to 
march up throug! t State and throuch 
a part of Pennsylvania, more than 150 
miles; andto fight a bloody battle at the 
Brandywine creek, which we should call 
a great river, the obstacles would not 
now be fess; so thit to cet to Phila- 
delphia, forty thousand men, with a stout 
train of artillery, would be requisite. — New 
York is more exp sed to naval op ‘rations. 
A stout army might make a landu 
Lang Islend; or, pevbaps, on the Jersey 
shore. Staten Island is row too well for- 
tified. But, it is possible, that, by the com- 
bined operations of a great fleet and a great 
army, New York might be taken, after 
much slangchter.—Boston and Charlestewn 
are naturally strong, and every precaution 
appears to have been taken to provide for 
their defence. Baltimore must be at- 
tacked, if at all, by a very powerful army. 
—In short, now that the Republicans are 
ready f r ws, the war must be abandoned, 
or alarcer army must be sent out than we 
have ever had on the Continent of Europe. 
—The Coneress have x solved to raise 
taxes to the amount of 22 millions of dol- 
lars in 1815. 

IN ENGLAND the Prince Regent 
has called upon the Parliament for the 
means of making great exertions in the 
prosecetion of the 





7, 
1 Chin 


1 on 


war———T!he Parlia- 
ment, without a division, have promised 
him those means. ——The 
the amount of about 
— annually, annear to he intended te 

e kept on. The people are very sore 
under this disappointment, having promised 
themse!ves the taking ef af these taxes at 
the expiration of the French war. 
Tn addition ta this a considerable part of 
the mVitva and. voluntcers have been, and 
are, kept embodied. A motion has been 
made against this, in the House of Com- 
mons. Tue American war is alllezed to | 


war tares, to 








twenty millions of | 
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be the justification for the measure. 4 
Member asked, if they were afraid th: 
Commodore M*Donough would come inyy 
these seas with his tleet.—If a great arg, 
he: not sent to America, the iicpublicans 
and the. world will laugh at us; and, if a 
erent army he sent, it is evident to ail 


;men, tiat our expences cannot be dimi- 


nished ; for, though we are making some 
retrenchments as to barracks and posts at 


| home, we must have others, and more cy 





pensive ones, in Nova Scotia, New Bruns- 
wick, and Canada. The people see il 
this, and so does the Government.—~— 
The disappointment and chagrin at the ap- 
parent dezgth of the war is very general, 
amongst ail but the army, the navy, and the 
taxing people.——But the geneial feline 
still is, that of implacable vengeance 
ayainst the Republicans for what is called 
their sauciness ; Or, in other words, their 
tasolent treatment of our ships of war and 
flects—The fault of continuing the P’r»- 
periy Jax is not laid upon the Mrnisters, 
but upon the Republicans. The farmers 
thought the American war would not last 
above half a year. When the City of 
Washington was taken, they expected a 
Vicervy to be sent out directly. Their 
disappointment now is hardly to be de- 
seribed.—I remember being at the Quarter 
Sessions at Winchester, in the Autumn, | 
think it was, of 1812, when the news ar- 
rivedof Sir George Prevost’s first success 
over the Americans. One Cor, an army 
agent, brought the newspaper into the 
Court, and being one of the Justices, con- 
municated it to the whole of the Bench. 
The universal sentiment was: “so much 
“for the Yankees, then; they are dove 
“ for.’—The disappointment, therelore, 15 
now extremely great; but, still, the thirst 
for vengeance on the country of Hull, 
Bainbridge, Decatur, Lawrence, Perry, 
M’Donough, Porter, &c. &e. is greater 
even than this disappointment.——In the 
mean while, it is said, that a great number 
of transports are collecting at Portsmouth 
to carry out troops. ‘The talk 1s of fifty 
thousand men. Our newspapers say, that 
as soon as the Congress at Vienna has 
made all safe on the Continent, many thou- 
sands will go thence. So that people are 
in hopes of seeing one hundred thousan 

men sent off next year.——It 18 very 
curions, that what I have said m the 
above letter, with regard to French ofrcers 
has already heen confirmed, as will 5 
from the following article from the £1" 
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nowspaper of yesterday,——“ E-rtract ofa 
“ot - from Paris, November oY eae 
tach | has been saad by the newspapers 
lately relative to an arvest of a French 
«General and others for treason, This 
latter part of the story must be a pure 
“addition of the English tale-bearers :— 
“there never was the slightest mention in 
«* Paris of General Dufour, and 40 asso- 
“ cjates, being taken ep for an attempt to 
“overturn the King’s authority in France. 
“ There were two stories afloat :—one that 
* he had been engaged in procuring natives 
aay Bel; cium, settled in France, or once in 
“the French service, to join ‘the Belgic 
a arn ‘sunder the Prince of Orange ;— 
“the other account was that he had busied 
* himself in a similar way, to get French 
“officers for the service of the Unrted 
States of America. Uf the latter had 
been the case, the time and labour of the 
General would have been most foolishly 
thrown away: for L happen to know, as 
a matter of fact, that several officer s have 
returned to Frauce, dt. sappointe d in thetr 
™ hopes of employment in the American 
“armies ;—the Republicans being so jga- 
lous of foreigners—so c onfident in their 
own strength—and, alas! in the feeble 
measures of their ‘adversary, that they 
have refused to appoint any of these 
French Gentlemen even to a serjeant’s 
ptke, But with regard to General Du- 
four’s arrest, I can assure you tliat he 
was scen and spoken to by a friend of 
mine the day after that on which it was 
suid to have happened. These mis- 
chievous statements prove only the ma- 
lice of their inventors, but nothing what- 
ever as to the state of F rance. You see 
“by the arrival of the Fingal what I have 
“long prophesied, that both parties in 
America have actually coalesced—and 
* that if you wish to preserve the Canadas, 
“ora foot of ground on the Northern 
* Continent, you must put forth the whole 
“ strength of the British Empire.—God 
“ wmant that et wn so you may succeed.— — 
How pious be is! Distances old Mother 
Cole a whole neck! “ God grant!” How 
pious! We are famed for many quali- 
ties; but our prety, upon such occasions, 1s 
the most distinctive trait in our character. 
So, they refused the “ French gentlemen 
“even a serjeant’s pike !"—Yes 5 Jona- 
than did not stand in uced of these genile- 
men, He wanted none of those who cricd 
vive U’Empereur, ove day, vivent ks 
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tie y 
Bourbons, the next. Ele did not want any 
i 


~ a ae oe : 
of those vontionen, whe uated ther coun- 
irv’s va vow os its sé gen vont alien, . 29 

o 

JUP HeWspapers are accuse the fr re rach 
people of rvgraiitwde, because they appear 
lelya! ‘ | a ee ae ie eee) } aan 
Ait Ptr ¢ WL Lilt SUCCESS Cf Luc mOPUYTK ans 
of America.——The callant defence ol 


the General Armstrony privateer, at 
Fayal, has produced a great sensation 
amongst all phen d people. To hear, 
that 90 Republicans killed 120 and wound- 
ed 90 of our people, with the loss of only 
two killed and'ec ven wounded, ts, indeed, 
enough to produce a sensation. 


A ee 
On Renicious Prxsecurion. 

** Tt is the greatest impiety to deprive mane 
“kind of Liberty ia matters of Religion, 
‘or to hinder them from chusing what 
** Divinity they may please to worship ; 
** neither God nor Mun is desirous of con- 
* strained service.’ 

Zerbullian’s Apology, chap. 14, 


LETTER t, 

Srrx,— Voltaire bas told us that martyrs 
are productive of proselytes, and the his- 
tory of every ave proves the assertion, 
If x man lose either life or liberty, for 
maintaining and promulgating r his opinions, 
the circumstance naturally cre ates eng juiry 
concerning those opimions, which neither 
the aloom of a dungeon, nor the fear of 
death, could induce him to abjure. Mar- 
tyrdom is certainly an evidence of the zeal 
and resolution with which men embark in 
the cause for which they suffer; and 
evinees their smeere belief in the doctrines 
they maintain ; consequently, all those of 
their own party become more attached to 
doctrines, the truth of which has been at- 
tested with hlood, while curtosity gains 
over the indifferent. Yet martyrdom is 
no proofof Trath ; and cur Divines are so 
well aware of this, that they seldom make 
use of it in any Jearned reply to the scofls 
and jeers of Infidels 3 being well aware 
that martyrs have died in support of 
dogmas directly opposite to each other 3 
and, therefore, it only proves that the per- 
sons so immolated, confidently relied on 
the virtue of their cause, and had enthu- 
siasm enough to carry it to death, The 
apepionioe of the term’ martyr depends 
entirely upon time, place, and cireum- 
stance. Charles the First is a blessed 
martyr with the sticklers for hereditary 
kingsbip and arbitrary power, and in ous 
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church service is profancty compared with 
the lowly Jesus; while the Friends of 
Freedom describe him as a monstes, justly 
exeented for committing high treason 
azainst the rights of the people. Every 

a murtyr, who 


mm 5 7” eh, 
sect foe,.s upon faa 
‘ 


? etree *o0 
t MaA as 
: 


. ' . Ph i* > ‘ "aici — 
falls in the propagation of tis tenets, and 


brands the martyrs of 


every Oppoasras sect 
; : 2 te yap 
the otoer Wilh the name coi vile 
. , ne ' Ray. aoe 7 ve ] 
Au blaspheming InAacis. 
: ‘ ve 
with us ta boast of the presen 
enlichtened era, that a general circulation 
f ie tbe ke | BO 
© AROoOW {Oo BAS LAAen pra Qe, Walch Has 
» . 3° , F 
made mens minds so liberal and humane, 


; 
Hcretics, 
it is custemary"% 


Cie 
‘ 


a Very 
_ 


that it is impossible for the 
Smitheeld derain to be pe ‘fort 
biessimss Wwe constaully ‘attribute to the 
comyete hiberty of the press, which we 
rat can we term the late 
prosecution ef Mr. Georse Houston, for 
editing a Life of Christ, entitled £cce 
fiamo, but the spuit of the dark ages re- 
vived ; and who knows but he may be con- 
sidered as a martyr by a great portion of 
society ? Why shonid not the Deists have 
their mertyrs as well as the Christians ? 
Mr. tiousten, T am informed, has six 
children to support, with no other means 
than the extremely precarious emolument 
derived frem literary pursuits 3 his two 
years imprisonment will, of course, greatly 
increase his expences, and be a considerable 
bay to his exertions for the maintenance of 
himself and famuy ; bet this is not all :— 
when this hori ole deprivation of liberty is 
expired, according to the first part of the 
sentence, he may sit!l he detained for the 


remainder of his life, or until the King 


bs % ' ! 
ener, Ob. - Wa 


On Religious Persecniton, [ise 
~ Jz 


would have done, provided it had not 


es been 
prohibited, 


rz ° 
Vherefore, [ contend, ti 


. . . a, 
| this prosecution was dictated by a wea! 
narrow, and nustaken policy;  becayse 
d ? . eek . 


it bas campletel¥ failed, and advertised the 
wark to those, who would otherwise, pr 

bably, never have heard of it. It is be- 
traying a great ignorance of human po- 
ture to think the world can he jaformed 
of the existence of a curions hook, and 1”, 
at the same time, forbidden to read, with- 
out creating an anxious desire to do so. 
State persecutors should keep in mind the 
pretty little tale of our grandmother, Evc, 
and the tree of knowledge. She was com- 
manded net to taste of that fruit which 
wouid open her eyes, but female curiosity 
could not resist the temptation to disobey, 
though the penalty attached was so severe, 
Will our priests admit that they are sup- 
pressing opinions for the same reason, and 
that their cliorts are thwarted im a similar 
manner? Of what import can be the ani- 
madversions of a single pen, against the 
truth of cur holy faith ? Is it not built 
upon the rock of ages, and does it not 
carry with it an internal evidence of its 
acknowledged truth and authenticity ? 
Why fear the efforts, then, of pany man, and 
bring in question the divine origin of our 
relicion, by the human frailty of its per- 
secuting and pusilanimous professors? [t 
inspires an idea, that our priests are an 
ignorant, or an indolent set of beings, when 
they resort to persecution for. proof, 1n- 
stead of employing their learning and their 
energies to confute misrepresentation, of 


7 





dies, if the real Christian, the Republican, 
the Freethinker, or the Philanthropist, 
does not come forward to assist him in 
paving a fine of 2007. to the Crown. May 
not all these circumstances, LE would ask, 
have a tendency to excite compassion in 
the public mind for the sufferings of the 
Individual; and, at the same th 1€, an ar- 
dent curiosity to be acgusinted with the 
work which has been the case of his pro- | 
secation. Our venerable Milton, who was 
a mood Christian and a stameh Republican, 
has said that—“ A forbidden writing is 
“thought to he a certain spark of trath, 
“that flies up in the face of them who 
9 seek totread it out.” I appeal to the 
experience of all men, whether they have | 





not always perused a condemned book with 
more attention, and consequently received | 


® greater impression from it, than they 





remove doubt, and prevept suspicion of 
their faith by the purity of their lives. It 
has a bad Jook with it; and I, as-a Cirs- 
tian, cannot casily forgive their shortsight- 
edness in thus cherishing, by them ™s- 
management, the very things which 1 
their hearts they detest. If it were po 
sible, for a moment, to stppose they coul 

not answer this book, and made their 14 
bility a plea for the disgraceful remedy ° 
persecution, still they act unwisely. They 
should then affect to treat it with contempt 
—to designate it as too frivolous and vague 
to deserve reply—that they pitied = 
prayed for its deluded author, who ba 


only attacked what he could not injure, 2 


whose crucible had only tried, not ev#pe 
rated, the pure gold of the infallible Chris 
tian faith. f 

The number of the established, or State 


iS —— “- vat ~ ameace. i. ote 
li the object were to suppress the doctrines, 
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priesthood, in England alone, is upwards} of Law, which he « 


“9 


000, and their wages amount to twe | 
Ses ee | RS a 
1s annually : besides These, who may 
eee Pie eT ern Mays 
Osi red as remnmiar traders in old 


tablished coneerns, there are. innumer- 
lventurers and speculators in the 
line of business, who have iv their 


jndastry and assidaity gained connections 
and customers in every part of the cot mntry 5 
¢) that at present there 1s scarce ‘ly a pr aris 
ii the kingdom where they have not com- 


menced an opposition. But although there 
vbea verta in de ‘evee of animosity be- 
ween the old shop-keeper and the upstart, 
ie i the prine iples of gtieie crait are the 
, consequently they are agreed in fall- 
ing > foul on those who attack the tricks of 
their trade; and what can the anited skill 
of this redoubtable phalanx have to fear 
from a work hike Ecce Homo.—By the 
coasteraation this work has spread amongst 
them, one would think its writer must have 
possessed talents of a very superior nature, 
as none of the modern philosophers appear 
to alarm them half so much. The elegant 
characteristics of the accomplished Shafts- 
bury; the energetic style of Bolinbroke ; 
the brilliant wit and poignant humour ot 
Voltaire 5 the eloquence of Mirabaud, in 
his System of Nature ; the profound rea- 
sounng of Helvetius, in his Treatise on 
Alan ; the general philanthropy of God- 
win, in his Political Justice; the bold and 
liberal sentiments promulgated by the 
learned and impartial author of the Afate- 
rials for Thinking ; united with the faci- 
nating Reveries of Volney, in his Ruins of 
Empires, have not, altogether, struck them 
with so much terror as this trifling volume, 
which, by their impolitic efforts to suppress 
it, will be forced into an importance that 
all these authors have failed to obtain, 
though with the same object in. view, and 
with more talent, and the liberty of being 
universally read. Hundreds of people 
have read, and, perhaps, imbibed, the 
opinions contained in the third part of 
Mr. Paine’s Age of Reason, and from that 
clveumstance have been induced to borrow 
and peruse his first and second parts, who 
\new nothing of either previous to the pro- 
cecution of Daniel Isaac Eaton, which ad- 
vertised it to the world. Another effect 
of the impolicy of prosecuting Eaton, was 





‘he opportunity it gave him of publicly de- 
ending the principles he had ublished, 
and re orohetth what he called, the ab- 
surdities = ofthe Bi ble before an open Court 
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ertainly did with preat 
moenuit vy; considering his age and inlirmi- 
tics, and the fre quent ilerreptions of the 
Judge who pre sided? If tie dy of freasoe 
was a dad book, the prosecutors of Laton 
eccasioned the pannention of a WORSE, be~ 
cause they gave him the p wer of pull lishing 

ull re port « { his defence, whitch can be 
civeul ated wath unpuntt v through ail parts 
of the country, and is by far a more elabe- 
yumphlet which 


rate proc luiction than the 
aud w | con- 


was the seoithd of his offence, 
tinte to be read with a Ie ting interest, 
it contains a great varicty of arguments, 
drawn from the sentiments and opinions of 
the earliest Fathers of the Church, and 
from the works of the most liberal and en- 
lichtened Divines of dilferent ages, im fa- 
vour of a FREE TOLERATION as to matters 
of uatls and against every species of reli- 
ious persecution. ‘Che country we live in 
is ealle d a Cliristian country, because that 
religion is professed and protected by the 
Government; cons« que -ntly we are supposed 
to be the followers of Jesus, who is always 
represented to have been to mild and humane, 
that he uniformly discouraged every thing 
like violence and persecutiow, in dissemi- 
nating his benevolent doctrine. . Indeed, 
he is described as being so meek, that he 
did not resent even the greatest injuries, 
nor reviled those who ridiculed him; en- 
deavouring rather to convert them by per- 
suasive argument, to gain tlhieir good will 
by the suavity of his manners, to excite 
their admiration and astonishment by the 
wonderful deeds he performe ‘dl, and ulti- 
mately to convince them of hits sincerity bv 
voluntarily suffer ing an ignominious death 
at the hands of the common executioner, 
sooner than desert the great work he had 
embarked in. How absurd, then, is it for 
us, if we pretend to belong to any of the 
numberless sects who profess him to be 
their founder, to punish any man for writ- 
ing as freely of our religion as we'do of 
others! We cannot justify cur conduct, 
by any thing that Christ is reported to 
have said or done, or by any of the writ- 
ings attributed to his disciples, who went 
no further than to threaten the refractory 
with a warm birth in the devil’s dominions ; 


-therefore I think Voltaire was warranted 


in saying—“ If you would resemble Jesus 
“ Christ you must be martyrs and not exe- 
“ cutioners.” 

So liberal are our laws, that they per- 
mit us to worship the power or powers 
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above in our own way; yet, if that way 


happen to be different from the State reli- 
giva, they are so illiberal that they deny 
many of our civil rights 5 therefore we 
cannot boast of enjoying complete ‘Lolera- 
tion, while we are mulet in one way for 
what we reccive 10 another; ner is ita 
little singular that our Protestant Govern- 
ment, wie pride themselves so much for 
the purity and modcration of their system, 
who profess to be so zealous in defending 
the dignity of the Christian Faith, and to 
dpensies all kinds of fanaticism as a dis- 
grace to religion, should encourage to such 
an extent the various sects that. have se- 
ceded from the @hurch of England, and 
andermined its foundation. ‘The Metho- 
dists are suffered to establish themselves 
in every vulage ; the dreams of Emanuel 
Rweedendoarg, the ravings and prophecies 
of Joanna Southcott, and the wildest absur- 
dities are published with safety, provided 
they are pretended to be deduced from the 
Jewish or Christian Scriptures. Even those 
who deride with the Deist the doctrine of 
the Trinity, are now under the sanction of 
the law, provided their one God be the 
Ged of the Bible ; though at the same time 
thoy reject great part of that sacred book as 
forgeries and falsehood, , I would ask any 
yath ional man, whether our holy religion is 
not more likely to be, brought into con- 
tempt by the conduct of such Sects, than 
by the “toleration even of Deism itself} 
which is, at worst, never enthusiastic, nor 
Itkely to disturb the public peace ; and if 
at any time it has been forced into notice, 
it has been through the intolerance of -the 
Priesthood, in their ill-timed and unchris- 





STER.—On Religious Persecution. 
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tian-like opposition: What reply can such 
mer make to the question of Sa Hat Auvus 


! 
tine :-—“ Shall we persecute Wom aod 
" “iio 21% 
Upon the whole, it seems to have 


been the opinion of the wise and the 
goal in ail ages, that discussion can do 
no harm tothe cause of truth or mora ulity, 
but, on the contrary, must, in the end, 
be ‘productive of great benchit to socicty. 
Does not the hely Apostle say,—* Prove 
“ all things, and hold fast that which is 
“ood.” And how are we to be deter- 
mined in our choice, if we are not allowed 
to canvass and discuss the merits or de. 
merits of particular systems ? As L know 
of no writers, either sacred or profane, 
who deny the loveliness of virtue aod the 
immutability of truth, I shall conclude, for 
the present, with a sentiment of the lear ned 
and ingenious Toland :—* If it a de- 
“ sirable thing to have truth told without 
“* disguise, there is but one method to pro- 
“cure such a blessing. Let all mien 
“freely speak what they think, without 
“ being ever branded or punished but for 
** wicked practices, and leave their specu- 
" c lative opinions to be confuted or ap- 
roved by whoever pleases ; then you are 
“ sure to hear the whole truth; aud, until 
a * then, but very scantily, or obscarely, if 

‘at all,” 

“If you think thebove remarks worthy 
insertion in your liberal Paper, [shall coa- 
tinue the subject, and be happy to incite 
the animadversions of any of your readers 
who may think proper to reply. 


Dec. 1, 1814. Erasmus Perks. 





Printed aad Published by J. MORTON, 94, Straat. 
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